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“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and 
have not works? Can faith save him? Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
ts dead, being alone.”—JaMEs 2: 14, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder Franklin D. Richards at 
the Sixty-fourth Semi-annual Conference, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Friday morning, October 6, 1893 :— 

It is exceedingly pleasant and refreshing to hear the words of consola- 
tion and comfort which our brethren have been dispensing unto us, and I 
testify that they are true as to those things which I know of my own ex- 
perience, and the others are true of my knowledge and belief. I testify 
by the Holy Spirit that they are the truths of heaven. I rejoice this 
morning in the progress of the glorious latter-day work, and in so far as 
we have been blessed to witness them, I rejoice greatly in the triumphs of 
the truth, in the manifestation of the wisdom and the knowledge and the 
power of God which He has shown forth unto his people in these latter days. 

It is a remarkable fact that at various times in this dispensation, when 
the Saints have been brought down into the most trying circumstances 
and have in temporal things, and apparently in spiritual things, been 
greatly humbled in the sight of each other and in the estimation of the 
world, and when it has seemed as if the gates of hell had prevailed 
against God’s people, then has been the outpouring of the Spirit of God 
upon His children, and then they have, manifested the greatest love to 
each other. In the times of their great distress in Missouri, when their 
properties were wasted and destroyed and they were expelled from the 
state and everything looked like destruction, every brother and sister 
in that part of the country came forward and entered into covenant with 
one another that they would not cease their labors until they had helped 
the last of the Saints out from the place of their exile into a freer and a 
better place. 
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It is needful that we should experience times of what we call adversity, 
and realize things which for the time being are not joyous, but grievous; 
that by this bitter exercise in righteousness we might work out a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Therefore, we have reason to re- 
joice in these things; and if we will notice our past experience we will 
- see that after such time of trial, opposition and adversity the people of 
God have emerged into a greatly enlarged sphere of existence and useful- 
ness. It has been exemplified to us in this land more than in any other. 
The last most difficult trial tas brought us the most and greatest enjoy- 
ment and the most widespread possession of benefits and blessings, not 
only of things temporal but of things spiritual. We have been brought 
here to the enjoyment of homes, lands, farms, possessions and comforts 
which the Saints had not enjoyed up to that time in any other place. The 
blessings of God have abounded unto us in temporal things, as they have 
also in spiritual and eternal things; for He has given unto us to build 
four temples in this land where to manifest His good pleasure in their 
holy courts unto His people, and to encourage us to take hold and labor, 
not only for the living, but to have a broad charity to labor for them that 
are dead, because there is an eternal principle, that they without us can- 
not enter into the fulness of joy, neither can we. Therefore, our labors 
are extensive. And we need not look upon this as any phantom, either. 
None who are permitted to labor in the temples can entertain such a 
view. But there are some who feel that these things are vain and ephem- 
eral, and have no particular significance or meaning of importance to 
them. They are, however, of the most vital importance to us. We might 
go until we have gone as far as we can short of going into the temples, 
and if we refuse to go there and do these higher and more exalted and 
spiritual duties by administering ordinances for our deceased our light will 
go out, our faith depart, the testimonies that we have realized and felt 
will pass away, and we shall lose the gem, the light, the diadem of glory 
that awaits the faithful that are coming, and hoping to become not only 
the ministers of the Most High God, but kings and priests unto Him for 
ever and ever. 

While it was mentioned concerning what the Lord said to Peter, there 
was a very extended signification in that answer which He made when 
Peter told him, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” The 
Savior took that as a full answer of his faith and hope, and how quickly 
He spoke back the glorious promise to him that the gates of hell should 
never prevail against him. The testimony of Jesus, which is the spirit of 
prophecy, had come upon Peter, and he knew that Jesus was the Christ. 
He realized the verification of those words when in the hour of the darkest 
trial; when he saw the holy Jesus ready to be taken away and nailed to 
the cross, and when, to all human appearances, hope was gone, he in his 
weakness was led to say, “I know not the man;” yet when he sat in that 
court and the Savior’s eye rested upon him, just as the cock was crowing, 
how it went through him! The Savior had said, “All ye shall be offended 
because of Me this night ;” but Peter felt so certain with the brightness of 
that testimony in him that he said, “Though all men shall be offended 
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because of Thee, yet will I not be offended.” He realized, perhaps, that he 
had the glorious promise of the Savior, and felt the burning influence of 
that testimony; and although in that weakness and in that trying time 
he was led to speak as he did, the words of the Lord Jesus Christ came 
true, and the gates of hell could not prevail against him, though, as he 
said in his letter afterwards, hope had well nigh gone when he saw the 
Master led away. Yet the Lord held him; “I have prayed for thee Peter 
that thy faith fail not.” His promise was secure, and He made him to 
bear the keys of the dispensation after He himself went away. How 
potent and how important that glorious promise! I hold it that that 
promise stands good to everybody who has obtained that testimony of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and lived so as to keep that bright and burning within 
him, that same testimony stands that the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against him individually or the church collectively. Then let us hold to 
that. Let us abide and endure as seeing Him that is invisible. 

It was a mighty work that the Savior did in the three days that His 
body lay in the grave—a work that we have but a very feeble conception 
of. We read in the Book of Mormon that He told the brethren on this 
continent that He must go to the people in Jerusalem, and He must call 
on the brethren of the ten tribes, and on the morrow he would be with 
them again. Think of it! Traveling at this rate with His exalted im- 
mortal body! What was He doing three days in the spirit when His body 
was lying in the tomb and did not cumber his rapid, powerful transit? 
He went and opened the prison doors to them that were bound; He 
declared the Gospel to the captive; He started the work to that dispen- 
sation that had been so wicked as to be cut off, that the earth might be 
cleansed from their pollutions, and gave them an opportunity in the spirit 
world to hear of these things. ‘It is for us to labor for those that are 
there, who have or have not erred, who have erred lightly or who have 
sinned greatly, that we may be able to carry out the plan of salvation as 
the Savior commenced to establish it, not only for here but hereafter. 

Now, my brethren and sisters, we have at one time and another things 
coming to pass among us that tend to afflict us a little, tend to make us feel 
anxious—anxious to keep our word, anxious for our honor. We want to be 
like our God—fixed and true, that our word is our bond, and that our dec- 
larations and statements are as true and sure as any bond that can be fixed 
upon us. We want to maintain this character and reputation. Inasmuch 
as we are true and faithful, if we cannot do it just exactly as we would, 
the Lord will open the way that we shall do it the best we can; and they 
around us, they that are over us, will see and know that we are true in the 
intent of our hearts, true and faithful in the purposes of our souls, and 
will lift us up and bear us over these tribulations and trials; and it still 
will be the case that the credit, the character and the honor of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, will be the brightest, the most potent 
and untarnished of any power that is in the earth. 

These times must not make us to feel discouraged; they must make us 
to feel glad. Where we have erred, let us do so no more. If we have been 
wasting the substance that God has given us by living in extravagance, 
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or by purchasing and having things about us that were of no use, while 
millions of the nations around us are perishing and going down into their 
graves without the knowledge of God, we should repent and realize that 
it is the duty of all Israel to be sending the Gospel to these nations that 
President Cannon has been telling us about. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 55.] 
“Anp Barak went down from Mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after 
him. And the Lord discomforted Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his 
host with the edge of the sword before Barak.” 

Our route, to-day, lay along the shores of Gennesaret to where the 
Jordan flows out taking its course down the fertile valley of the same 
name, ultimately marrying the bewitching waters of the “sweet Galilee” 
to those of the calm, mysterious “Lake Asphaltites,” or Dead Sea. We 
passed the hot sulphur springs where King Herod came to bathe for his 
health, and where several of the Cesars came to recuperate. The medic- 
inal waters flow from half a dozen small springs on the side of the mount- 
ain and find their way down into the lake. The peculiar odor arising from 
these springs reminds one very much of those north of Ogden or Beck’s 
springs in Salt Lake City, Utah. Just below Galilee is quite an extensive 
island, formed by the parting and reuniting of the Jordan. On this island 
Josephus had his castle and some very strong fortifications, some of the 
ruins of which are still to be seen. Spanning the right fork of the Jordan 
are the remains of an old stone bridge built, 1 presume, by the Romans. 
Here we dismounted for lunch. One of the greatest pleasures of horseback 
traveling is stopping for lunch. Especially is this the case when we can 
spread our blankets under the shade, on the banks of a cool, sparkling 
stream of water, knowing as we do so that our tired animals are standing 
with their bridles off in grass and flowers up to their bellies. We haven't 
much time to spend on the banks of the Jordan this time, for the morning 
is quite far advanced and before night we have a climb of from about 
1,000 feet below the sea level to a 2,000 feet above the sea, for we must 
reach the summit of Tabor, from which Barak descended with his 10,000 
men, and thé road we have to travel is simply the worst kind of a bridle 
path. A few hasty bites and we are again in the stirrups making our way 
up the awkward trail. Progress is necessarily slow, but after a few hours 
of patient trudging we reach the top of the last hill, from where we look 
down on the dazzling robe of Esdraelon, and standing away out by itself, 
looking like some great dome, is Tabor, from whose ruin crown we beheld, 
an hour later, one of the sublimest of sunsets. 

- For many centuries a tradition, making Mount Tabor and the scene of 
our Lord’s transfiguration identical, was universally believed. And among 
the many ruins on the mountain’s flat summit are those of three churches, 
supposed to have been erected by the Empress Helena in honor of our 
Lord Jesus, Moses and Elias. “And Peter answered and said to Jesus, 
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Master, it is good for us to be here: And let us make three tabernacles; 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias” (Mark ix: 5). It is 
very evident, from what the scriptures say of this glorious event, that the 
transfiguration took place a good many miles north of Tabor, and in the 
neighborhood of Mount Hermon. Mark tells us in his eighth chapter 
that Jesus and his disciples went into the towns of Cmeserea Philippi, 
which place is a three days’ ride from the traditional mount. In the next 
chapter our Lord took Peter, James and John and went up into a high 
mount, where the transfiguration took place. In the same chapter we 
learn that they passed through Galilee on the way to Jerusalem, thus 
making it impossible for Tabor to be the place where Peter wanted 
to build three tabernacles, “One for Thee, one for Moses, and one for 
Elias.” Besides, during the lifetime of our Lord, the top of Mount Tabor 
was occupied by a strongly fortified town, and it seems very improbable 
for Him to choose such a place for His conference with His Father and 
brethren. Notwithstanding this tradition, like hundreds of others, has 
been torn to pieces and scattered to tbe four winds, we found Mount 
Tabor a very interesting place. Its summit, a broad plateau, is strewn 
with the ruins of buildings of all ages—Jew, Greek and Roman—besides 
towers, cisterns and vaults, belonging most likely to the age of the crusaders, 
These vaults were no doubt the dwelling places of monks at one time. 
There are two convents on the mountain, one Greek and one Latin; we 
were entertained in genuine Christian style at thelatter. You protestants 
. May say what you wish about the Catholics and Catholicism, but one 
thing you must admit, that is, they are far your superiors in doing deeds 
of kindness and exhibiting a spirit of brotherly love and sincerity. “Mor- 
mons” made it possible for you to come and establish your schools and 
churches in Utah. Catholics have made it possible for you to go to the 
Holy Land and establish yourselves there. Their convents take you in 
when weary with travel, give you a good clean bed and plenty of whole- 
some food. Like the good Samaritan they pour wine and oil into your 
wounds and nurse you back to life and health, after which you can pro- 
ceed again with your protesting against Catholicism. 

To me the most interesting feature of Tabor is the view it commands of 
the surrounding country. From here one sees the sea of Galilee, the blue 
chain of the Hammon, and gets a splendid view of Hermon with his snow 
crown a hundred miles north. The Plain of Esdraelon is seen to great 
perfection. This would have been a very good place to have witnessed 
King Saul’s last battle with the Philistines when he and his brave son 
Jonathan lost their lives. From here we can see Endor, where the witch 
of that name dwelt, and where Saul came to enquire of the dead prophet 
Samuel “what he should do.” It will be remembered King Saul was very 
much distressed “and when Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord answered 
him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.” So in his 
despair he commanded his servants to seek him out a woman “that hath 
@ familiar spirit that I may go to her and enquire of her.” His servants 
told him that there was such a woman living at Endor, whereupon their 
king disguised himself and, while his army was sleeping with their hands 
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on their swords, and the sentry, keeping a sharp eye on the camp fires of 
the Philistines, gives the watch cry “All is well!” took two men and, 
following the trail around Mount Gilboa, finally arrived at the cave in 
which dwelt the “woman with a familiar spirit.” Saul got the witch 
to call up Samuel, who told the wretched king of the judgments of God 
that were about to overtake him on account of his wickedness, and added 
“to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me.” Again we see the 
king, weary and haggard after his night’s work, leading the hosts of 
Israel against those of the Philistines, we watch the fierce bloody struggle 
between the two armies as it is waged throughout one long day until, at 
last, Israel is forced to retreat and is driven up the sides of old Gilboa. 
“And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he 
was sore wounded of the archers. Then said Saul to his armourbearer, 
draw thy sword and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircum- 
cised come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer 
would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore, Saul took a sword and fell 
upon it.” All this, and volumes more, can be seen from the historical and 
majestic Mount Tabor. 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


THE Scottish Conference convened in Neilson Hall, 89 Ingram Street, 
Glasgow, Sunday, January 14, 1894. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, 


-President of the European Mission, and Elder J. V. Bluth, of the Liver- 


pool office; Elder G. M. Thompson, of the Liverpool Conference; Elder 
H. McKay, President of the Irish Conference; Wm. G. McAlister, Presi- 
dent of, and Thos. B. Brighton, Geo. Y. Smith, F. H. Baugh, 8S. P. Draney, 
Archibald Freebairn, Geo. Burt, P. 8. Condie, O. P. Hoggan, Nathan T. 
Portér, Jr. and Wm. Blain, Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10 a.m., and 2 and 6:30 p.m. At the afternoon 
meeting the general authorities of the Church and of the European Mis- 
sion, the President and the Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference 
were presented and unanimously sustained. The statistical report of the 
conference was read. During the past six months it is as follows: In-door 
meetings 177; Open-air meetings 124; Sunday school sessions 33; tracts 
distributed 7,663; books sold 187; books given away 48; books loaned 46. 
Baptisms 17; confirmations 17; ordinations 7; deaths 6; children blessed 
14; excommunicated 1; emigrated over eight years of age 1; emigrated 
under eight years of age 2; removed 1. Seventies 11; Elders 31; Priests 8; 
Teachers 16; Deacons 4; members 183; officers and members 242. 

The morning meeting was sparsely attended, but afternoon and evening 
meetings were well attended. During the conference most of the afore- 
mentioned brethren had the opportunity of addressing the people upon 
the principles of the Gospel. <A good spirit prevailed, and strict attention 
seemed to be paid to the remarks made by the brethren. . 

A priesthood meeting was held, Monday, January 15, at 10 a.m., where 
each Elder reported his labors and where valuable instructions were given 
by President Lund. Wma. Leaeat, Clerk of Conference. 


. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS 


There are annually killed in Africa a minimum of 65,000 elephants, yielding the pro- 
duction of a quantity of raw ivory, the selling price of which is £850,000. 

The returns of the Manchester Ship Canal for the first week show that twenty-nine 
vessels were berthed at the Manchester and Salford docks, carrying about seventeen 
thousand tons of merchandise. 


On January 6, the charred remains of Anne Barnes, wife of a tramcar employe, of 
Liverpool, were found lying on the fire by her husband. It is supposed the poor woman 
- had been seized with a fit while cooking a meal. 


From Calcutta it is announced that a band of Abor tribesmen on the northeast frontier 
of Assam have attacked a scouting detachment of military police at Bamjur, and in the 
fighting which ensued seven of the latter were killed. 


The Rev. William P. M’Dough has been deprived of the office of rector of Clough 
parish for drunkenness. This is the first occasion on which such a sentence has been pro- 
nounced since the disestablishment of the Church in Ireland. 

A great fire occurred in Paris, January 6. A warehouse in the Rue Richer, in which 
most of the scenery and properties of the opera were stored, was ignited by the lighting 
of a fire in a stove and completely destroyed. The damage is estimated at a million franca, 

It now transpires that in the battle which was fought near Fort Agorda, between the 
Italians and the Dervishes, four thousand of the latter were killed. The Dervishes are 
said to be much discouraged by their defeat, and dissension has arisen among their chiefs. 

In Berlin a number of unemployed assembled outside a warming shelter which had been 
opened for the poor, and after demanding work or food commenced to wreck the place. 
Their attitude subsequently became so threatening that the police had to disperse them 
with drawn swords. 

which came from India; a tiger’s head, with a solid ingot of gold for a tongue, and crys- 
tal teeth ; and a magnificent gold shield, valued at £10,000, which was made from snnuff- 
boxes by order of George IV. 

The Anarchist Vaillant was, at the Paris Assizes, January 10, sentenced to death for 
the bomb outrage in the Chamber of Deputies. He declared, in the course of a sensa- 
tional statement, that he was driven to despair by the wretchedness of the poor, and said 
he did not intend to kill the deputies, but to wound them. 


Serious rioting has taken place in the Italian town of Ruvo di Puglia, in the course of 
which the mob set fire to several buildings and caused great destruction of property. 
They were eventually fired upon by the gendarmerie, and only desisted from their acts 
of violence upon the arrival of troops from a neighbouring town. 

During a raid on the lodgings of many suspected Anarchists in Rome the police seized 
ten thousand revolutionary manifestoes, lists referring to a quantity of arms and to the 
bombs which have been lately exploded in the city, as well as a statement specifying out- 
rages in contemplation, the precise locality being mentioned in each case. 

The World’s Fair, Chicago, has been the scene of a great fire, which has resulted in the 
destruction of several buildings and in the death of one fireman. The loss to the English 
exhibitors will be about $100,000; the Japanese, $300,000; the German, $150,000; the 
French, $200,000. The Belgian, Italian, Canadian, Russian and Brazilian exhibitors are 
also among the sufferers, but to a much smaller extent. 

The leech has three semi-circular jaws, each fitted with from eighty to ninety teeth. 
These teeth are furnished with ragged edges, like those of a saw. As soon as it feels 
assured of a sufficient connection with its basis of operation, it commences to move the 
operating teeth backwards and forwards with great rapidity, until it divides the skin of 
its victim, or patient, leaving the characteristic mark of its triradiate bite. . 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 1894. 


THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 


For centuries past Christian writers and Bible students have sought to 
definitely locate places where transpired the various scenes recorded in 
both the old and the new testaments. The Holy Land has received the 
greatest attention, for Canaan is mentioned in Holy Writ as early as 
Abraham. He inherited it as the promised land and was given the prom- 
ise that though his seed should become strangers in a land not theirs, yet 
in the fourth generation they should return and inherit it. The various 
places mentioned thereafter in the history of this chosen people, during 
their wars and dissensions, their divisions into the two kingdoms, Israel 
and Juda, their Babylonian captivity and return to their homes,—all 
have been more or less definitely located, though in many instances only 
by tradition. Many of the places visited by Jesus during His sojourn on 
earth are known to-day by the same names as those given in the Scrip- 
tures, but over many others hangs the shadow of uncertainty. 

Other lands, notably Babylon and Egypt, appear prominently in sacred 
history, and there also archeologists have made discoveries corroborating 
the history given by the Bible. But there is one spot, dating back far- 
ther than any of those mentioned, which not only Bible students but 
others have sought in vain to locate, a place which still remains unknown 
to the world. The best maps and histories of Asia have been searched 
for any topographical feature that would give a clue to the location of 
that once sacred spot, the place where our first parents dwelt—the Garden 
of Eden. 

From the account given in the Bible, the idea prevails that the Garden 
of Eden must have been a most delightful place, and, in searching for it, 
all, with scarcely an exception, have directed their efforts toward Asia. 
There are undoubtedly good reasons for this, speaking from a human stand- 
point. Noah’s ark rested on Mount Ararat in Asia; Abraham dwelt in 
Palestine, Asia; that land was promised as his inheritance; his descend- 
ante took possession of it and occupied it; and, though now driven and 
scattered, they look fondly to the time when they shall be gathered to the 
land of their fathers. Jesus Christ was born there and spent His whole 
life in that land with the exception of His stay in Egypt during infancy. 

The Holy Land, however, is not believed to be the spot where once was 
situated the Garden of Eden, for it does not present the physical features 
by which that place is designated. But it is believed that somewhere on 
the continent of Asia it must exist. A recent writer, having traveled in 
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Central Asia, now suggests that on its great plateau may be found all the 
evidences, except the forbidding climate, that any other place can offer for 
the claim of once having been the Garden of Eden, and he ingeniously 
presents these evidences. Among others he names the four rivers of 
Paradise as being the Tarim, which flows to the east; the Sourk-Ab, which 
flows to the west and which later forms the Djihoun, or Oxus; the Jax- 
arte, which flows to the north; and the ancient outlet of the great lake 
Karakoul. In another hypothesis he places the location further south, 
in the valley of Oukhan, or the Little Pamir, the four rivers then being the 
Indus, or one of its affluents; the Tarim, which would be the river Pison, 
the Ak-Sou, flowing north, and the Pendj, flowing to the west. 

While searchers for holy places have thus been busily engaged, with 
their eyes turned toward Asia, seeking with eager interest for the Garden 
of Eden, they seem to have forgotten three important events of which 
the Bible gives us but the merest fraction of information. These events 
we desire to call to their attention. 

On the fall of Adam the Lord said unto him: “Cursed is the ground 
for thy sake. * * Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth 
to thee.” This curse undoubtedly destroyed the fruitfulness of the soil, 
dispelled the delights of the earthly paradise our parents had enjoyed. 
The earth brought forth thorns and thistles, and noxious weeds, and its 
whole appearance was changed, for the curse reached farther than the 
Garden of Eden. 

Then came the flood. If we are to take the calculations of Bible stu- 
dents, Noah entered the ark, if the sacred year is used for a basis, May 2, 
2,349 years before Christ.;The ark floated 150 days upon the waters before 
it stopped on Mount Ararat. It was a year and ten days from the time 
he entered the ark that Noah stepped out upon dry land. Two points at 
least may be made from this: It is not in the least improbable that the ark 
could have been driven by winds from America to Asia in five months, 
especially if God had a design in permitting it to do so; and we cannot form 
the least idea of the changes wrought on the surface of the earth by such 
a catastrophe as a complete immersion in water for nearly half a year. 

In the days of Peleg “was the earth divided.” What a brief announce- 
ment of what may have been the greatest seismic disturbance the earth 
has seen! Whocan say that America and Asia were not at one time the 
same continent? What is man that he should after such changes in the 
earth, seek from present indications a place which in the first instance is 
but imperfectly designated? It is too late in the world’s history to seek 
for this knowledge except through revelation. 

On this point God has revealed himself to his servant Joseph Smith. 
While traveling from Far West, Caldwell County, Missouri, North America, 
to Daviess County in the same state the Prophet Joseph on the 19th day 
of May 1838, reached a place which he called Spring Hill, but which the 
Lord named Adam-ondi-Ahman, because “it is the place where Adam 
shall come to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet.” If Adam shall again visit his people at this 
place the idea is suggested that he once lived at that place. But revel- 
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ation removes all doubt. The prophet received a further revelation that 
“Adam had dwelt in the land of America and that the Garden of Eden 
was located where Jackson County, Missouri, now is.” 

To the Latter-day Saints this is sufficient. The fact that Jackson 
County does not now present the appearance with which Bible students 
have been wont to invest the Garden of Eden, does not change this know- 
ledge. Their own reason tells them that not only does the Bible history 
record, but time has made, so many changes in the earth that no man can 
in his own wisdom declare “this is the spot.” Believing in the revelations 
of God, they rejoice in the knowledge that in the land which was given in 
Jacob’s blessing to Joseph is to be found the first abode of our parents— 
Adam and Eve. The world will no doubt reject the truth and continue 
in its search, and display its folly through the passing years. J. V. B. 


ArrRIvaLs.—The following missionaries arrived in Liverpool per Cunard 
steamer Servia, January 22, 1894: For Great Britain: Geo. F. Wright, of 
Hyrum, Cache County; Alfred Gadd, Joseph R. Price and John W. Ord, 
of Nephi, Juab County; Robert Blain, of Spring City, Sanpete County. 
For Scandinavia: Rastus Rasmussen and Martin Olson, of Millville, 


Cache County; Peter C. Jensen, Bear River City, Box Elder County. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder B. M. Blackhurst has been released 
from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, and has 
been appointed to labor in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder H. M. McCune has been released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Sheffield Conference, and has been appointed to labor in the 
Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Geo. F. Wright has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Leeds Conference. 

Elder Alfred Gadd has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Norwich Conference. . 

Elder Robert Blain has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Newcastle Conference. 

Elder Joseph R. Price has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Sheffield Conference. 

Elder John W. Ord has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Nottingham Conference. 


LEEDS CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Leeds Conference will be held in the 
Mechanic’s Institute, Bridge Street entrance, Bradford, Sunday, February 
4, 1894. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE Notice.—The Manchester Conference will be 
held at Albert Hall, Wellington Street, Stockport, Sunday, February 11, 1894. 


LIVERPOOL CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Liverpool Conference will be held 


at Spinner’s Institute, 9 St. Peter Street, Blackburn, Sunday, February 18, 
1894. 


Lonpon CoNnFERENCE Notice.—The London Conference will be held at 
36 Penton Street, Islington, London, Sunday, February 25, 1894. 
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A MOHAMMEDAN ATTACK ON CHRISTIANITY ANSWERED. 


I am just in receipt of a small, eight-page pamphlet, written by my 
Mohammedan friend, Abdul Wahab, and printed by the Crescent Printing 
Company, in Liverpool, entitled, an “Eastern Christmas Present to the 
Real Lovers of Jesus Christ.” It purports to be a comparison between the 
writings of the Bible and those of the Koran, and to prove that the 
followers of the prophet Mohammed have more real love for Christ than 
have the believers in the Bible. There are four comparisons, besides some 
comments by the author, showing an astonishing ignorance of true 
Christian belief. 

The pamphlet, from beginning to end, instead of being a death-blow to 
Christianity, as its author intended it should be, must, to all thinking 
people, appear as a decided blow against the Moslem faith. Enthusiastic 
Christians will aid in spreading this “Christmas Present” broadcast, 
knowing that as they do so they are building up their own cause, and 
striking deadly blows at El-Koran. Therefore, anything like a reply from 
a Latter-day Saint missionary may not be called for; still I may be ex- 
cused for calling Mr. Wahab’s attention to some of his most flagrant 
errors, and at the same time recommend, as he has done in his “Christ- 
mas Present,” all people familiar with the Bible to read the Koran, for, 
perchance, its absurdities may serve to strengthen their belief in the 
glorious and never-failing truths of the Bible. 

. My friend quotes Galatians iii: 13, to prove that Christ, though honored 
in the writings of the Koran, is cursed in those of the Bible, and He is 
consequently not as much loved by the Christians as He is by the Mos- 
lems. He then asks, by whom Christ was cursed, and adds, “every one 
knows that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are, according to 
Christian belief, one person.” The third chapter of Galatians speaks for 
itself. The point to which I wish to draw Mr. Wahab’s attention is this: 
Christian belief has never held that the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost are one in person. I am aware there are some professed Christians 
who believe, contrary to reason and Scripture, that the Holy Trinity are 
one in person. This, however, is not so; they are one in mind, wisdom, 
glory, power and fulness, but three in person. The Bible is very plain on 
this subject. Stephen being full of the Holy Ghost saw the Glory of God 
and our Lord “Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts vii: 55, 56). 
Here we have three distinct personages—the Holy Ghost in Stephen, the 
living God in heaven, with our Savior standing at His right hand. If we 
turn to Matthew iii: 16,17, and Luke iii: 21, 22, we will learn that when our 
Lord came up out of the waters of baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon 
Him in the shape of a dove, and a voice spoke from heaven declaring Him 
to be His beloved Son. So, here again, we have three distinct personages 
—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

Mr. Wahab continues: “I wonder what is the difference between the 
the gospelic lovers of Christ, who consider Him as their Savior, and His 
bitter enemies, as long as they both curse Him? and not only that, but 


‘believe that He has been to hell.” 
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Well, Mr. Wahab, for your information permit me to say: The gospelic 
lovers of Jesus Christ, as you call us, never did, and never can, curse the 
Lord, but, on the contrary, we ever have loved, and ever will love, Him as 
our Redeemer, our King, and our God, the only begotten Son of God, the 
Father, with whom and the Holy Ghost He constitutes the Godhead, 
while the bitter enemies of our Redeemer, under a cloak of professed love, 
always have tried, and probably ever will try as long as they have power to 
oppose the truth, to rob Him of His well-merited glory, even placing Him 
below the prophet Mohammed. 

As to Christ going to hell, you might have been a little more explicit. 
We know that Christ went to Paradise with the penitent thief (Luke xxiii: 
43), and there preached His gospel to the spirits in prison, “that they 
might be judged according to men in the flesh” (1 Peter iii: 18-20; iv: 6). 
He then returned from Paradise, took up His body that had been resting 
in the tomb, and then ascended to heaven, where His Father dwelt. But 
I do not see anything in this that should prove the love of the Moslems 
for our Lord to be warmer, or truer, than the Christian love. On the 
contrary, it makes Christ more dear to us than He ever could be to you 
Mohammedans, for we see and acknowledge that it was His boundless 
love for us which prompted Him to die, that we might obtain eternal 
life. Of course you do not understand this, nor will you ever understand 
it until you do what you have advised us Christians to do, namely, “give 
up bigotry, and do away with prejudice, and read the Bible and gospels 
attentively.” Will you do this? I fear that you are too proud of your 
genealogy, which, I understand, you have traced back to the prophet him- 
self. It would be well, however, to bear in mind that the Christian “God 
is no respector of persons: but in every nation he that feareth Him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him” (Acts x: 34, 35). 

Mr. Wahab, you say the “Gospel has been the cause of every inaccurate 
statement uttered against our dear, beloved Prophet, Jesus Christ, and 
millions and millions of Christians have considered that Joseph is Christ’s 
father”; and then, to prove your assertion, you quote Scripture as follows: 
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When, as His mother 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost. *® * The angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him (Joseph) in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.” And Joseph 
“took unto him his wife: and knew her not until she had brought forth 
her first born son: and he called his name Jesus” (Matt. i: 18-25). 

You forgot, my friend, to explain how sane people could misconstrue 
the above language so as to make it appear that Joseph was the father of 
our Savior. Please tell us, will you? Saint Matthew’s account of His 
birth is as plain as it is possible for language to give it. That which Mary 
conceived was of the Holy Ghost. If millions and millions of people, not 
Christians mind you, believe Joseph to be the father of our Lord, it is 
because they, like the Mohammedans and Jews, have forsaken “the fount- 
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ain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water” (Jeremiah ii: 13); and the Gospel is in no way respon- 
sible for their apostacy. 

You continue: “Now, dear reader, notice, first of all, the statements 
contained in these chapters, such as finding that Mary had conceived a 
child, and how he, Joseph, found out that fact, and his secrecy in leaving 
her so as not to expose her, regardless of the circumstances that his so 
doing would more readily cause exposure, and then he took her again to 
him, but knew her not till she gave forth her first child, and that they 
went down to Egypt and so on. And now see what kind of thoughts 
come to your minds.” 

“For the fear of God, and for the sake of my dear, beloved Jesus Christ, 
I refrain from going any farther into that subject, leaving the honest 
judgment of these facts to the dear reader as a true lover of Christ.” 

Well, Mr. Wahab, I think it is time that you were leaving this subject. 
It is astonishing to me why a man with such a depraved mind as you 
seemingly have should even profess a love for our blessed Lord. Because 
you cannot read of the most sublime and sacred events the world has 
ever known without being filled with filthy, unnatural thoughts, you must 
not suppose that it is so with every body else. Your “Christmas Present,” 
though aimed at the Christian cause, can only result in your own disgrace, 
and serve as another proof to those who believe in Christ, “that no 
weapon formed against them shall prosper.” You have yet time to repent, 
and that you may do so, is the sincere wish of Don. C. W. Musser. 

Beyrout, Syria. 


THE ARMIES OF EUROPE. 


Captain Mo.Luarp, of the military school at St.-Cyr, France, has published 
a pamplet entitled “Puissance Militaire des Etats de l'Europe.” In 1867, 
the captain says, Europe could mobilize 6,958,000 men, the fighting strength 
of the six leading nations being, France, 1,350,000; Germany, 1,300,000; 
Russia, 1,100,000; Austria-Hungary, 750,000; Italy, 570,000 and Great 
Britain, 450,000. In 1892, or twenty-five years later, the aggregate fighting 
force of Europe, when mobilized, was 12,563,000, an increase of nearly 100 
per cent., the figures for the six leading nations being, France, 2,500,000; 
Russia, 2,451,000; Germany, 2,417,000; Italy, 1,514,000; Austria-Hungary, 
1,050,000 and Great Britain, 342,000. But, if the example of France and 
Germany, in their new military laws, shall be followed by the sister states, 
it will not be long, Captain Mollard tells us, before Europe will be able to 
mobilize 22,448,000 men, Germany, for instance, having 5,000,000; France, 
4,350,000 ; Russia, 4,000,000 ; Italy, 2,236,000 and Austria-Hungary, 1,900,000. 
That the rest of Europe will follow the example of Germany and France 
to its full extent is, of course, very improbable, although Russia, Italy and 
Austria-Hungary will do their best to augment their forces; but saying 
nothing about the future, the number of men that can now be mobilized 
is simply appalling, and reminds us of the extremes to which the Old 
World has gone under the baneful influences of militarism. France has 
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about 37,500,000 inhabitants, and, consequently, her fully mobilized 
strength of 2,500,000 men means one soldier to each fifteen, or 66,686 
soldiers to each 1,000,000 of her inhabitants. Estimating the population 
of the United States at 64,000,000, the same ratio in our case would mean 
the enormous total of 4,266,624 soldiers. Captain Mollard says of the cost 
to Europe of her gigantic armaments, that in 1870 she had 2,000,000 men 
under arms, which was her peace footing at that time, and those 2,000,000 
cost her $600,000,000 per annum. To-day she has nearly 3,500,000 men 
under arms, and her annual military bills amount to over a billion 
dollars. Such is the price she pays for the costly luxury of militarism, 
and a price which, as far as France, Russia, and the members of the Triple 
Alliance are concerned, bids fair to be largely increased in the near future. 
—Boston Traveler. 


WITCHES STILL BELIEVED IN. 


An old woman in a village near Salzburg died recently. Her death gave 
great satisfaction to the other villagers, for she was looked upon as a 
witch, and feared accordingly. After the funeral, several of the chief 
inhabitants repaired to the Wirthschaft to celebrate suitably the relief 
experienced at getting this dangerous person safely under ground; but 
while they were sitting drinking pleasantly, in came a messenger to say 
that the cow of one of those present, a neighbor of the deceased, had died 
suddenly without any apparent cause. The meeting, horror-stricken, ad- 
journed in a body to examine the cow, and unanimously agreed that the 
animal had been bewitched. No doubts were entertained as to the per- 
petrator of the deed. Evidently, burying was not enough to stop this 
dangerous old lady, and it was decided, after earnest discussion, to adopt 
the old plan of making a horse jump over the witch’s grave, and thus put 
an end to her powers. A horse was accordingly fetched, but, strange to 
say, nothing would induce him to jump over the grave. This incontest- 
able proof of the unholy influence emanating from the spot caused the 
public excitement to increase. The mayor of the village decided to use a 
somewhat drastic means, much in favor in the middle ages, namely, to stab 
the witch’s body with a red hot pitchfork. The body was exhumed, the 
fork heated, and the whole ceremony carefully carried out. But by the 
time the company had finished their work, and gone back to refresh them- 
selves at the Wirthschaft, the authorities of the neighboring town had 
heard of what was going on. A party of mounted police were sent to the 
village, and all those who had been concerned in the affair were taken 
into custody. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Mrs. Rhoda Owen, mother of W. D. Owen, while returning home, December 22, 1893, 
after distributing aid to the poor of the Twentieth Ward, Salt Lake City, fell and broke 
her arm. Her age makes the wound very painful. 
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Charles Kinder, of Oasis, was kicked in the stomach by a horse and so seriously injured 
that his life was endangered. 

William Riggs was shot at Collinston, December 16, 1893. He was handling a 44-caliber 
revolver, when one of the cartridges was accidentally exploded. The bullet passed 


through the upper large muscles of the arm, fracturing the bone and terribly lacerating 
the flesh. 


The death of Mrs. Lucy Pearson, at Richfield, December 12, 1893, is announced. She 
was born in Sweden in September, 1794, and was consequently 99 years of age last Sep- 
tember. She has lived in Utah for thirty-one years, having been for a long time a resi- 
dent of Santaquin, Utah County. 


Utah has captured another of the World’s Fair prizes. The sample of dry pressed brick, 
exhibited by the Anderson Pressed Brick Company, of Ogden, carried away the first 
prize at the World’s Fair against all competitors, among which were St. Louis, Omaha, 
Salt Lake City and other well-known firms. 

At the regular meeting of the evangelical ministers of Salt Lake City, December 11, 
1893, a memorial, said to have been drawn up by the Rev. R. G. McNiece and a few 
others, was presented. It was opposed to statehood for Utah. When the vote was taken 
the ministers refused, by a large majority, to adopt the memorial. 

The new machine shops and round-house erected by the Southern Pacific Railroad 
‘Company, at Ogden, are about completed. The machinery has been put in place and a 
hundred workmen, formerly engaged in the shops at Terrace, have moved into town with 
their families. The population of Ogden will thus be increased by about 500. 


Christian P. Neilson, of Mount Pleasant, met with a painful accident while hauling 
posts from the Cedar Hills. A boulder, weighing a ton or more, was started rolling down 
the hill. It caught Mr. Neilson, and, knocking him down, passed over his left arm, 
breaking it just below the elbow, and bruising and mutilating the flesh badly. 

Charles Rogers, a miner, was accidentally killed at Bingham, December 19, 1893. He 
was at work in the Emma tunnel, when a slight cave prostrated him. His partner, who 
was at work in a stope above, hurried to his relief, but before he could rescue Rogers, 
two or three tons of earth, stone and ore fell on him, crushing him to death instantly. 


Andrew Madsen was instantly killed, December 22, 1893, in the incline of the Copper- 
opolis mine at Mammoth, Juab County. He was employed as skipman, and had got into 
the skip, intending to go to the fourth level, but gave the signal to hoist by mistake. His 
head was caught between the top of the skip and the platform of the station above, and 
the top of it cut off. Deceased was a Finlander, about thirty-five years old. 


The members of the Liberal party met in convention, December 18, 1893, and after 
discussion absolved the Liberal members of the legislature from any special allegiance 
and a motion for permanent dissolution followed, being carried with only two dissenting 
votes. So now the Liberal party is dead, politically speaking, and future elections will 
show only national parties in the field. The local fight is at last ended. 

The little three-year-old daughter of A. W. Wright, Ogden, was terribly and fatally 
scalded December 17, 1893, by falling into a tub of boiling water. The child was 
sitting in her high-chair, while her mother was making preparations to bathe her. The 
bath-tub had just been filled with boiling water, when the high-chair was accidentally 
upset, and the little girl was plunged backward into the boiling water. She died after 
two days of suffering. 


A number of the most prominent mercantile institutions of Salt Lake City dispensed 
with the custom of giving Christmas cards and sacks of candy to their customers during 
the holidays, intending to give the amount thus saved to the poor on behalf of their 
customers. This may seem a small amount, but when it-is stated that this custom has 
cost Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution $500 each Christmas, and that the agree- 
ment is signed by nine of the strongest firms in Salt Lake City, the proposition assumes 
anything but paltry proportions. 


